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How to Apply 
 
Please post or email your application form as soon as possible. The 
deadline is Monday, 27 November 2017.  Applicants are not interviewed as 
admission is based on your application form and personal statement.  
 
Please email your application to english-lifelong@bristol.ac.uk 
If you experience difficulties attaching a photo, please just send the application form.  
We can assist you with your photo at a later stage. 

 

Information and advice 
 
Please read all the information in this pack thoroughly before completing your 
application form.  If you have any questions or would like an informal chat 
about the course, please email english-lifelong@bristol.ac.uk 
 

Who can apply?  
 
This course is open to anyone who already holds an undergraduate degree in 
any discipline.  It is aimed primarily at mature students from the local area who 
wish to refresh their study skills and explore a wide range of texts. 
 
This course is also designed to help students prepare for study at MA level in 
English Literature.  There is an emphasis on the core subjects studied in the 
University of Bristol MA.   
 
Please note that this course is not suitable for students wishing to do an 
undergraduate degree in English Literature.  The English Literature and 
Community Engagement (ELCE) part-time degree or the Reading English 
Literature short course may be of interest to these applicants.  Details can be 
found at bristol.ac.uk/english/study/part-time 
 
 

Course fee 
 
The course fee for Mastering English Literature is £610.00  
 
A request to pay in two instalments can be considered, subject to conditions.  
Please email English-lifelong@bristol.ac.uk 
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What does the course aim to achieve? 
 
This course aims to help students who hold a degree to progress to an MA in 
English Literature.  There will be opportunities to sharpen study skills, to read 
a wide range of texts, and to gain a taste of the University’s expertise in 
Shakespeare, Romanticism, modern and contemporary poetry, and women’s 
writing.  We hope the seminar discussions will be enjoyable and will help 
students to improve their confidence in discussing literary texts at this level.  
This course aims to help students produce written work of a standard 
appropriate to submit as a writing sample with an application to the MA at 
Bristol.  The course also aims to provide a space for students to consider 
options for further study. 
 
 

Who teaches on the course? 
 

The main tutor is Dr Stephen Derry who has taught for a number of 
universities and colleges.  He gained his PhD for a thesis on Jane Austen and 
eighteenth century fiction.  Dr Derry has edited a selection of George Crabbe’s 
poems for the Everyman’s Poetry series, has contributed to the Oxford 
Dictionary of National Biography, and has published numerous articles and 
reviews in scholarly journals.  His current interests include: the literature of 
place; the fin de siecle; American fiction; and popular genre writing, especially 
crime, science fiction and children’s literature. 
 

When and where do the classes take place? 
 
There will be 10 meetings on Tuesday evenings January to May from 
6pm to 8pm at the Department of English, University of Bristol, 3/5 
Woodland Road, Bristol BS8 1TB.   
 
Please email English-lifelong@bristol.ac.uk for further details. 

1.   18 January 2017 
2.   25 January 2017 

3.   8 February 2017 

4.   22 February 2017 

5.  8 March 2017 

6.  22 March 2017 

7.  29 March 2017 

8.  26 April 2017 

9.  10 May 2017 

10.  17 May 2017 
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What will we read? 
 

We will read a range of texts relevant to the pathways and units available 
within the MA in English Literature.   
 
These include:  

• Two Shakespeare plays  
Measure for Measure and Twelfth Night 

• Jane Austen’s Sense and Sensibility 

• John Keats’s poetry, focusing especially on his great ‘Odes’ and 
narrative poems (‘Lamia’, ‘Isabella’, ‘The Eve of St. Agnes’, the first book 
of Endymion, and the Hyperion poems) 

• Philip Larkin’s poetry collections 
High Windows and The Whitsun Weddings 

 
 
 

How is the course marked? 
 

Students will be required to complete two formative assignments of 2000 
words.  These assignments will not count towards the final mark for the 
course.  In addition, students will be required to submit one summative 
assignment of 3000 words which will form the final mark.  
 
 

What happens after the course? 
 

Advice will be offered on the pathways to further study.  Over the past decade, 
several students have progressed to an MA at Bristol.  Please note that 
progression to the MA English Literature is not automatic upon completion of 
the MEL course.  Students will be required to submit a separate application 
and students will be supported and guided through the application process.   
 
 
You can read more about Bristol’s MA in English Literature at  
 
bristol.ac.uk/study/postgraduate/2015/arts/ma-english-literature/ 
 
You can also read more about the University’s Graduate School of Arts and 
Humanities at bristol.ac.uk/arts/gradschool/ 



Mastering English Literature 
 

A student’s perspective: Harriet’s story 
 
What background did you have in education before doing the MEL course? 
I did a degree in Linguistics and German at Sussex University in 1988. I then worked in 
publishing for 10 years in book production. I stopped work to have my family and worked 
part-time for my husband’s business as a bookkeeper. The children got to an age where it 
became imperative that I do something else because I was going a bit frantic! 
 
What made you apply for the MEL course? 
I had always wanted to do a literature degree. I was too scared to go straight for an MA 
because I didn’t have confidence after so many years out of education. So when I looked at 
MEL, it seemed a very good level. I liked the subject matter it was going to cover – drama, 
a novel and poetry – and the fact that it was not just one period.  
 
What was the course like? 
It was fantastic. It was very unthreatening and welcoming. We were all different ages and 
stages and we were made to feel you could say anything you wanted without fear of 
ridicule. You could say what you thought and have it discussed. The tutor, Stephen Derry, 
is very entertaining and witty but incredibly well read – so he made it fun as well. I learnt a 
lot about essay writing and about close reading. I’d never done that before: unpacking 
paragraphs and seeing other ways of reading books than as a straightforward form of 
entertainment, which was crucial before going on to the MA. And I discovered that I liked 
poetry! 
 
You’re now studying part-time on the MA in English Literature? 
Yes, I had to apply for the MA and got accepted. It’s been great. I could enthuse forever. 
Again, it’s been supportive. You get the confidence from MEL to open your mouth in a 
seminar. It’s incredibly well taught and I think it encourages you to be independent in your 
thinking but at the same time you’re not left on your own. I took a module on Dickens. It was 
a huge amount of reading but I absolutely loved it.  
 
What are you planning to do next? 
I’m quite interested in archive work or research in that area and the MA is going to give me 
the confidence to pursue that. Society gives you some sense of status if you’re in 
employment. If you choose not to be, to raise a family, then you do feel as if you’ve stepped 
into oblivion. Coming back to do an MA has made me feel I have something to say that is of 
value and has given me the confidence to go back into work.  
 
What would your advice be to anyone thinking of applying for the MEL course? 
Do it! Without hesitation, whether you want to go on to MA or not – because it opens your 
eyes to literature in a way you may not have looked at it before.  



Please continue to the next page to the application form 



 
 

 
 
 
 

Mastering English Literature  
January – May 2018 

Application Form 
 
Capital letters and black ink please 

 

 

TITLE: ________     FORENAMES:  ____________________________ 
 
 
SURNAME:  _________________________________________ 
 
 
ADDRESS (for all correspondence): 
 
 _______________________________________________________________  
 
 _______________________________________________________________  
 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESS:  _________________________________________ 
 
DAY PHONE NUMBER:  _____________________________________ 
 
MOBILE PHONE NUMBER:  __________________________________ 
 
DATE OF BIRTH:  __________________________________________ 
 
NATIONALITY:  ____________________________________________ 
 
EDUCATIONAL AND PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS 
Please indicate the award, the institution and the date.   
Please indicate any University of Bristol awards. 
 _______________________________________________________________  
 
 _______________________________________________________________  
 
 _______________________________________________________________  
 
 _______________________________________________________________  
 
 _______________________________________________________________  
 

Please attach a 
passport-sized 
photograph 
HERE 



Mastering English Literature 2018  Application Form  
 

Do you have any unspent criminal convictions that you are required to declare? 

 Yes     No    

If yes please send details, marked ‘Strictly Confidential’  
to English Part-Time Programme Administrator, University of Bristol,  
11 Woodland Road, Bristol BS8 1TB. 
 
 
 
Do you have a disability?   Yes      No    
 
If yes, how would you describe your disability?  
 
1)  Dyslexia    

2)  Sight impairment   

3)  Hearing impairment  

4)  Mobility difficulties  

5)  Personal care support  

6)  Unseen disability (eg diabetes, asthma, epilepsy)  

7)  Mobility difficulties  

8)  Multiple disabilities  

9)  Other (please specify)   __________________________________ 

 

Do you have access or support requirements?   Yes   No   
(eg level access, induction loop, interpreter, information in large print or alternative formats)  
 
If yes, please provide details of support required on a separate sheet.  We will contact you 
to discuss your requirements. 
 
 
How did you hear about the course?  __________________ 
 
 

Personal Statement 
 

Please comment, in no more than 500 words, on your reasons for wishing to study on the 
Mastering English Literature course.  You may use the space provided, or attach an 
additional sheet if you prefer. 
 
In your personal statement, you may wish to comment on: your experiences of study in the 
past; your reasons for wanting to return to study now; why you wish to study on a part-time 
basis; what you would like to achieve by the end of the course; whether you would like to go 
on to study for an MA in English; any particular literary interests.  
 

  



Personal Statement 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Declaration 
 
I confirm the information given on this form is true, complete and accurate, and that no 
information requested or other material information has been omitted.  I consent to the 
processing of my data by the University of Bristol for the purpose of dealing with this 
application. 
 
 
Applicant’s signature:  ___________________________        Date:  ________ 

 
All decisions by the University are taken in good faith on the basis of statements made on 
your application form.  If the University discovers that you have made a false statement or 
have omitted significant information from your application form, for example regarding 
examination results, it may withdraw or amend its offer, or terminate your registration, 
according to circumstances. 
 
 
Please return this form to: 
Department of English Part-time Courses - MEL 
University of Bristol 
School of Humanities  
11 Woodland Road 
Bristol BS8 1TB 
 

Please note: We do accept applications by email.  
 

Please email your application to english-lifelong@bristol.ac.uk 
If you experience difficulties attaching a photo, please just send the application form.  
We can assist you with your photo at a later stage. 
 

 

Before you send! 
 
Have you  

• attached a photo  
• completed your personal statement 
• signed the form 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you! 
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